
Sustainable Haddonfield / Ecological Committee Meeting – Minutes 
November 15, 2016 

 
 

October minutes were approved by Julie, Tom and Diane 
 

Sustainable New Jersey Event 
Tom and Diane recapped the Atlantic City Sustainable New Jersey Award 
ceremony  
9 new silver certifications / 17 additional renewals 
Community recognized as our size Ewing – had 460- and we have 390 
Of the Camden County Municipalities that attended, SH had the most points 
with Voorhees 5 points behind us (Voorhees is a newcomer this year) 
Gold Certification rolled out over the summer, reserved for certain action 
items, such as a Gold Star for energy or waste – but not Gold Level 
“Certification” 
SH committee discussed a town needs complete buy-in of the sustainability 
concept by communities – has to be cool, economical, etc. 
Longport won the innovation recognition thanks to plastic bag ban, their 
Mayor was there and said he didn’t know how much of an issue this was, 
until someone explained and he pushed it to get it passed.  
The food was bad at the event- both Diane and Tom concurred.  
Diane discussed that we could get about 20 more points by December for 
doing some small action items 
Tom mentioned that SH is at forefront of the movement state-wide 
considering the size of our town.  
 
Composting Workshop 
November composting workshop spokesperson from the Camden County 
Parks did not attend the presentation due to event date confusion.  
Mostly people attended who are from outside of Haddonfield – such as 
Collingswood, Audubon.  
Chickens were also discussed. 
Valuable time spent with other like-minded community members.   
Attendees discussed interest in a future composting workshop. 
Diane suggested that perhaps we hold one after the first of they year. 
The Haddonfield Library was a great space to hold these events, we will aim 
to hold future events there as well. 
 
Library Landscaping- 
Volunteer board / Library Trust oversees Library – when they renovated the 
library, they didn’t do landscaping as well, so they are looking to us to give 
some consultation on sustainable practices they could do. 
They will have to fundraise for actual landscaping to be done.  
Diane walked around with Craig Camden Soil Conservation, and gave some 
tips to them.  



They are interested in easy to maintain plants. 
 
 
Lincoln Avenue Rain garden 
Julie mentioned that they didn’t meet with the rain garden folks, but that they 
are going to use the Soil Conservation plans to start the project 
 
Seems fairly straightforward - Identify the plants, and what needs to be done 
for it and in what season 
 
After we start / create the draft of our plans, we will reach out to Soil 
Conservation for input and feedback to make sure we are on the right track. 
 
After the holidays we will work on the plans, Spring will be good to do 
cleanup and sponsorship. We can do kickoff then. 

 
 
Leaf Collections 
Tom mentioned that all over town there are leaf piles in the street – Kings 
Highway, Hinchman, kids and adults are having to go around them walking 
or on bikes into traffic lanes. 
More than environmental issue – it’s a safety issue. 
Neil Rochford said it was being enforced, and that it’s being pushed.  Concern 
was that citations weren’t being issued or issued enough to make an impact. 
Tom suggested that we should write a letter on behalf of SH in an effort to 
report the measures being taken to address leaf piles in street.  
The committee concurred that Tom should go ahead with the letter. 
 
Diane mentioned that Borough is also looking to install solar panels on 
municipal buildings – such as public works building, and maybe fire station. 
 
Subcommittee on Communications- Newsletter had good content, we will 
identify some concepts as a subcommittee moving forward so we can do 
more outreach  
 
Confirmation of Doug’s advocacy minute during the SH meetings. Group 
thinks great idea since he’s passionate and advocates on our behalf out in the 
community.  
 
Boxwood Hall –  
Tom mentioned that we are pleased they are trying to reach out and do the 
right thing from an environmental perspective, and if they want us to consult 
on the project. 
Question of whether we should write and tell them our concerns in front of 
the issues.   



John wrote a letter to encourage the commissioners to look at multiple uses 
for the site.  
It was decided we would wait as a committee to send a notice and wait for a 
more appropriate time to be proactive. 
 
TriCounty Sustainable- 
Lara mentioned that there were a few upcoming events, and that she would 
send the emails from Ed at TCS with the group in case anyone wants to 
attend. 
 
Recruitment 
Lara mentioned that Brian Lipski would be recruited. 
General - continue to push for membership recruitment of SH 
/Environmental Committee 
Around Earth Day was suggested as a good time 
 
High School Student - Guests  
They discussed trips that they are doing in the area to raise environmental 
Awareness in local area 
 
Guest – Concerned Citizen 
Suggested that she has a plan for instead of the boxwood theater. 
She said it should be considered as a living history museum, not to cause 
upheaval to the tranquil site, wildlife. Feasibility study should be done. Space 
could possibly be outdoor art space, public park.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


